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ABSTRACT

The research was derived from mixed method research methdodologies between
quantitative and qualitative ones with the purposes: 1) to study residents’ opinions on Buddhist
monks’ roles in local developments in Tambon Rong Kham Municipality’s authorized area of
Kalasin province’s Rong Kham district, 2) to compare the former’s opinions on the latter’s roles
in local developments in its authorized area to variables of their genders, ages and educational
levels, and 3) to study the former’s suggestions for the latter’s roles in local development
in its authorized area. Samples employed for the research comprised 1,431 residents living in
thirteen villages in its authorized area. The size of the sampling group was set through Taro
Yamane’s table, earning 312 subjects. The tool used for data collection was the rating scale
questionnaires, in which each of questions had its reliability amounting to 0.87 and I0C at 1.00.
Statistical units utilized for data analyses encompassed percentage, mean, standard deviation,
t-test (Independent Sample) and F-test (One-way ANOVA).

Results of the research have found the following findings: 1) Subjects’ opinions on
Buddhist monks’ roles in local developments in its authorized area have been rated at the
moderate scales in the overall aspect. When taking each aspect into account in descending
order of means, one aspect has been measured at the high scale, our others at the moderate
ones, which comprise social, economic, cultural, public health and environmental aspects. 2)
Comparative results of subjects’ opinions on Buddhist monks’ roles as classified by differing
variables of the former’s genders, ages and educational levels have confirmed that their genders
show significant differences in the former’s opinions on the latter’s roles in local developments
of environments in the overall aspect and each one, with the statistical significance level at .05.
The remaining aspects have proven the opposite. In respect of the former’s ages and educational

levels, their opinions as such are of significant differences in the overall aspect and each one,
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with the statistical significance level at .05. and 3) Suggestions arising from subjects’ opinions on
Buddhist monks’ roles in local developments in Tamnbon Rong Kham Municipality’s authorized
area of Kalasin province’s Rong Kham district in the descending order of first three frequencies
are that: Buddhist monks should: launch a new project for residents to earn a living, take part
in preserving environments of communities as a representative of the state sector, and provide

assistance to the public by donating money or necessary objects and materials when natural

disasters arise.

Keywords: Resident’s Opinions/ Buddhist Monks” Roles in Local Developments
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