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Abstract

The title of this research is “Struggle History of Local
Community for Participation in Map Ta Phut Area Industrialization
Process” in terms of qualitative research. The objectives of this
research are listed under three articles. 1) To study the progress
of patterns in the local community when participating in the
process of industrial development. 2) To study factors advocating
and hindering participation of the community. 3) To propose
practical strategies, mechanisms, and processes in the
development and participation of the community in the industrial

development in Map Ta Phut, Rayong.
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The research revealed three periods of development and
participation of the community during the industrial development
of Map Ta Phut industrial estate: 1) Pre-industrial to industrial
period (1981 - 1987) - the period of making decisions regarding
policy, and procedure of mega projects solely by the government.
2) Period of industrial expansion and its impacts (1988 - 2006) -
the period industries expanded and affected the community, and
the community starting to demand responsibilities from the
government. 3) Booming industries period (2007 - present) - industry
has the highest growth rate during this period. The community
moved to oppose development widely and this led to
prosecutions in the administrative court in which the community’s
side prevailed. For this reason, ways to adapt have been brought
to the community and the industrial sector. Nowadays, the union
of the community and industries appear to be “Good for Industry,
good for community, good for environment” driven by direct and
indirect benefits. Factors hindering in the participation of the
community in this period are local countryside cultures that
ienore the outside world, no information about the projects,
a reluctance to be against the government sector, government
authorities that ignore the community’s rights, and capitalists who
aim to take advantage of the economy. Factors supporting
the participation of local communities are community knowledge,
receiving outside help from NGOs and the media, strong

environmental leaders, and knowledge of the administrative court
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mechanisms. In addition, the researcher would like to purpose
some recommendations. For example: the government sector
should pay attention to different contexts (especially in terms
of space and social contexts) together with the development of
participation of local communities to make joint decisions to

ensure fair advantages and social justice in the future.

Keywords: Struggling/ Local Community/ Participation/ Industrial

Development
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