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Abstract

Thailand has six organic laws on political parties which were
promulgated in 1946, 1968, 1974, 1881, 1998 and 2007 respectively.
Each law on political parties contains different details on how to push
forward the development of party organization. This research,
therefore, aims to compare and contrast these six organic laws on how
these laws affect the development of Thai political parties. The results
of this project would reveal the process to strengthen Thai political
parties :n the future.

The research outcomes show that although Thailand has six
organic laws on political parties, these laws are marginally important

for the advancement of political parties in Thai politics. A large number
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of political parties did not survive across elections. Many major parties
could not develop themselves to be institutionalized. Instead, they
continue to be controlled by powerful political figures. Consequently,
these organic laws on political parties did not lead to the stability of
Thai parties. Three major reasons can explain the weaknesses of
political parties due to the implementation of these six organic laws.

1. Due to a large number of sections that limit the freedom of
political parties, parties became the institution under the state control
rather than an independent unit. These laws on political parties
indicates many sections that control the freedom of operation in
political parties. For example, political parties are required to report
their incomes and expenses as well as their political activities to the
election commission. These state control limits the freedom of political
parties to act as an independent organization. Moreover, the section
on party dissolution restrains party’'s activities. Many political parties
carefully conducted their activities in order to prevent themselves to be
dissolved by the constitutional court.

2. Political parties could not develop due to a large number of
military coup in Thailand. After each successful coup, military regimes
abrogated existing constitutions and promulgated the new ones.
Moreover, during the coup, political parties were required to abandon
their political activities and many of them were dissolved. As a result,
parties in Thailand could not continually develop themselves during the
coup.

3. The organic law on political parties does not motivate party
members to be affiliated with the party. Rather, these laws aim to
monitor the operation of political parties. In order to institutionalize

party organization, the laws need to stimulate party members and
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people to have a close relationship with the party. If people and party
members have tightly knit relationship to the parties, this would lead to

the durability and consolidation of political parties in Thailand.
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