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Abstract

This research aims to study the formation of social capital,
development of social capital, and factors affecting the development of
social capital of the Catholics in Thai society. The results showed that the
formation of a group of Catholics’ social capital in Thai society has started
from a network of good relations between the elite of the state and Catholic
leader. The accumulation of Catholics’ social capital expanded the network
of the Catholic to middle class by the mechanism of Catholic education. In
the process of reformation to modernization. After the reformation of
Catholic doctrines in Vatican Council Il , Catholic in Thai society has been
connected with working class in social development projects . Therefore,
factors affecting the development of Catholics’ social capital of Thailand are
(1) roles of colonialism in the early period of Rattanakosin. (2) a good
relationship between the Catholic elite and the elite of Thailand (3) Due to
the reformation to modernization process, by joining the modern education
management which led to capital accumulation of Catholics among the
middle classes of Thai society and (4) The revision and interpretation of the
doctrine of Vatican Council Il integrate Catholic groups in Thai society with
the social development projects. Thus, these are the condition enabling

Catholics to build its network with working class in Thai society.

Keywords: Social Capital, Catholic groups, Thai Society
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