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Abstract

The purposes of the recent study, Palm Leaf- Manuscripts Culture of
Khmer Ethnic' in Thailand are, (1) to investigate palm leaf-manuscripts
culture of Khmer Ethnic in Khukhan District, (2) to study characteristic of
Khmer ethnic society of Khukhan district through paim leaf-manuscript
culture, and (3) to organize bodies of knowledge of palm leaf-manuscripts
culture as being ready-to-use and the networking with easy accessibility.
The present study is based on historical quality research approach.

The palm leaf-manuscripts culture has been used to record people's
knowledge and thinking. It appeared to be a shared culture of people in
South East Asia. In Thailand, this kind of cultural materials is found in many
areas of the country. It could be considered as a shared culture of Thailand.
The study areas are focused more especially on the places where Khmer
ethnic groups are living, since there are a lot of palm leaf-manuscripts had
been used and reproduced. The result of the study found that the main
content in palm-leaves, which were reproduced, relates to Buddhism. Other
contents or stories were recorded in paper instead of palm-leaves. Thus, it
could be said that the tendency of the existence of palm leat-manuscript

culture might depend on presence of Buddhism as well.
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From the study of cultural dimensions, the result is as follows: 1. The
palm leaf-manuscript culture of people in Knukhan district relates to Khmer
culture in Cambodia, 2. Some characteristic of the palm leaf- manuscripts
produced after Buddhist calendar year 2500 were changed. For example, it
appears some Thai characters mixed up with Khmer character, 3. Some
dimensions of usual practice correlated with development system have
changed. For example, to help each other mainly depended on money
instead of faith, some materials in making palm-leaf manuscripts were
bought from market instead of self-making such as binding strings,
wrapping cloth etc. These show that the culture in the study area is
changed. However, such cultural phenomenon could help us reflect the
society, such as: the need of identity maintaining, the tendency of

Buddhism maintaining as well as the worldview of peaple.

Keywords 1 Palm Leaf - Manuscript Culture, Khmer Ethnic in Thailand
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