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IMPACT, NEGOTIATION APPROACH FOR REVISION OF OBLIGATIONS,
AND TRADE UTILIZATION OF

JAPAN — THAILAND ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
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Abstract

The objectives of the study are to evaluate the positive and negative impact of trade
liberalization under Japan — Thailand Economic Partnership Agreement (JTEPA), analyze the
readiness of Thailand to enter into further trade liberalization negotiation, and propose negotiation
approaches to revise the agreement, utilization of trade agreement, and measures for Thai private
and public sectors to cope with liberalization and development of economic cooperation under
JTEPA.

JTEPA helps enhance trade relations level between Thailand and Japan as a result of
the reduction of trade restrictions. Thai businesses mainly gaining benefit are fishery and poultry
sector while those mostly negatively affected are steel and automotive sector. JTEPA have not
significantly affected service trade and investment because the market access obligations that
Thailand and Japan committed are not over than their domestic regulations. In the future,
Thailand should employ negotiation approach by requesting Japan to further reduce tariff and non
tariff measures for Thai agro and food product to counterweight with more opening steel and
automotive market that Thailand could offer and accelerating the enhancement of economic
cooperation in agro and food, energy, education, and human resource. Thai public and private
should step up the establishment of knowledge and advisory services to assist entrepreneurs in
accelerating more utilization of trade liberalization of JTEPA and support the joint investment

between Thai and Japan investors in doing business to better the utilization of trade agreement.
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